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Government 
Affairs

Virtual Summit, March 2021



Transition
Core Gov’t Affairs Team:

• Tony Pratt, President, lead for public communication and 
Hill/Agency contact

• Peter Seidle, Committee co-chair, lead for committee organization

• Kathleen Riely, Committee co-chair, lead for drafting letters/policy 
recommendation

• Bill Hanson, Help with Congressional/federal updates, tracking 
legislation.

• Joan Pope, lead for Summit gov’t affairs issues.

• Nick Brown, Volunteer (past intern), committee support.



Blue Flag In The US – 2021 Update

• Establish a National Committee – Winter 
2019

• Complete a Feasibility Study – July 2020

• Review the Criteria – November 2020

• Carry out a Pilot Phase – April 2021

• Host a National Workshop – September 
2021

Contact annie.mercer@asbpa.org 910-368-7847

mailto:annie.mercer@asbpa.org


Science & Technology



ASBPA Science & Technology 2021

• National Beach Nourishment Database Update*

• Top Coastal Management Challenges

• White Papers

• USGS Coastal Hazards Tools Assessment*

• National Assessment of State Sediment Placement 
Regulations*

• U.S. Coastal Research Program*
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U.S. Beach Nourishment Volume by Decade: 1921-2020

National Beach 
Nourishment 
Database: 
2021 Update



A Century of U.S. Beach Nourishment

Elko, N., Briggs, T.R., Benedet, L., Robertson, W., Thomson, G., Webb, B.M., Garvey, K., 2021. A 
Century of U.S. Beach Nourishment. Ocean & Coastal Management, 199(2021) 105406, ISSN 0964-
5691, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2020.105406
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Top 9 states' total volume normalized by length of 
shoreline

Total Normalized Avg. Annual Unit Volume (cy/ft/yr)

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2020.105406


Time Magazine August 10, 1987; Time Inc.
National Geographic Magazine September, 2013; NGM.com; 
Hmielowski, T, 2018. DOI: 10.2134/csa2018.63.0901



Top 5 Coastal Management Challenges

• Deteriorating ecosystems leading to reduced (environmental, recreational, 
economic, storm buffer) functionality,

• Increasing storminess due to climate change (i.e., more frequent and intense 
impacts),

• Coastal Flooding, both

• Sea level rise and associated flooding (e.g., nuisance flooding, King tides), and

• Combined effects of rainfall and surge on urban flooding (i.e., episodic, short-term),

• Chronic beach erosion (i.e., high/increasing long-term erosion rates), and

• Coastal water quality, including Harmful Algal Blooms (e.g., red tide, 
sargassum).

Elko, N. and Briggs, T.R., 2020. An ASBPA White Paper: National Coastal Management Challenges and Needs, 
Shore & Beach, 88(4), 34-43. https://doi.org/10.34237/1008843

https://doi.org/10.34237/1008843


South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC)

Hannides, A., Elko, N., Briggs, T.R., Kim, S-C., Mercer, A., 
Park, K, Rosov, B., Searcy, R., and Walther, M., in press. 
An ASBPA White Paper: U.S. Beach Water Quality 
Monitoring, Shore & Beach

Top Coastal Management Challenge: Water Quality
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Regulations
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Save the Date! 
May 7: Beach Nourishment (Ken Willson, CPE)

https://uscoastalresearch.org/dunex

https://uscoastalresearch.org/dunex


National Conference
New Orleans, LA
Sept 28 - Oct 1 2021

Abstracts Due May 1

JOIN A COMMITTEE:

• Meet monthly by conference call 
during the 3rd week of each month:

• Science & Technology – Tuesday

• Government Affairs – Thursday

• PSeidle@appliedtm.com

Get Involved!

www.asbpa.org

/AmericanBeaches

@ASBPA

nicole.elko@asbpa.org

SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT

mailto:PSeidle@appliedtm.com
http://www.asbpa.org/
mailto:nicole.elko@asbpa.org

