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What is an EDPNC?

Economic  Development

Business 
Start-up

Business 
Recruitment

Product 
Export 
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Development

Business 
Growth & 
Retention

The Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina improves the economic well-being and quality of 
life for all North Carolinians. We do this by collaborating with state, regional, local, and private-sector 
partners in new business recruitment, existing employer support, international trade and export assistance, 
small business start-up counseling, and tourism promotion.



North Carolina Monthly Travel Spending Percent Change from 2019
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Source: Tourism Economics



Travel Spending 
Losses

Jan. 2020 – Feb. 2021 
compared to same prior 
year time frame

Source: US Travel Association, 2021

U.S. 
Nationwide

North 
Carolina

Spending loss ($ Billion) -$562.7 -$11.7

% change -42% -37%

Tax Loss ($ Million) -$69,013 -$1,428

Federal -$40,810 -$771

State -$17,859 -$429

Local -$10,344 -$228



2020 Year End Lodging Data

NC
Commercial 

Lodging

Airbnb/HomeAway 
entire home rentals 

(AirDNA)

Vacation Rentals
(KeyData)

Occupancy Down 31.2% Up 14.0% Up 11.0%

Room Rates Down 15.2% Up 4.6% Up 3.4%

RevPAR Down 41.7% Up 19.9% Up 16.9%

Revenues Down 41.2% Up 24.1% Up 20.6%

Demand Down 30.7% Up 21.6% Up 13.3%

Supply Up 0.8% Up 5.2% Up 1.6%

Sources: STR, AirDNA, KeyData 2021



Demand Performance by Region
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COUNT ON ME NC

SHIFTS IN MESSAGING & AUDIENCE TARGETING 

FIRSTS THAT LAST OUTDOOR NC
Make It Your 

Nature

DRIVE-THRU 
VACATIONS

GET BACK TO A 
BETTER PLACE



Count On Me NC
• Participation from all 100 Counties
• Nearly 65,000 Completed Business Sessions
• Total website sessions: 499,068



Partner Credit Co-op Program - Print



Partner Credit Co-op Program - Digital



CARES Act Tourism Grant Program with NCTIA
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Drive Thru Vacations

Program highlights unique 
North Carolina destinations 
people can explore from 
the safety of their cars. 

Program shifts from the 
safety message into the 
inspire message.

It will create momentum for 
safe travel in North Carolina 
now and set the stage for 
even more travel in the 
future.







24

Bringing It 
Back

Join the Count On Me NC 
Program

Repeat Your Area’s Tourism 
Messaging

Encourage Local Companies to 
Host Meetings in North Carolina

Make It Your Nature – Participate 
In the Outdoor NC Program
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